
Cashel Union of Parishes “Directions” 
May 2023 / Може2023 р 

Sunday Services/ Недільні служби 

Psalm & Bible Readings for May 

 

 The next meeting of the Mothers Union will take place on Saturday 27th 

May at 3pm at the home and garden of Margaret and Billy Kingston 

 

The next word of life meeting will take place on Thursday 11th May in 

the Chapter House Cashel Cathedral everyone is welcome. 

 

The 2022 Tipperary International Peace Award will be presented to Belarusian 

politician Mrs. Sviatlana Heorhiyeuna Tsikhanouskaya, on Tuesday May 2nd, 2023, 

at St. Mary's Church of Ireland, John St, Tipperary Town, E34 F759, at 11:00am 

(arrival from 10:30am). 

The award to Mrs. Tsikhanouskaya is a statement of support for the rights to freedom 
of speech, freedom of association, and freedom of assembly in Belarus, which she 
has so actively campaigned for. Mrs. Tsikhanouskaya's campaign has focused on 

bringing democratic change to Belarus and challenging the long-standing authoritarian rule of President 
Alexander Lukashenko. Her campaign and subsequent activism has been instrumental in bringing attention 
to the situation in Belarus and advocating for democratic change in the country. 
 
The event will commence with a short Ecumenical Prayer Service, to be followed by the presentation 
ceremony. 
 

May 2023 Service Time Service Time Service Time Service Time Service Time 

Може Clonbeg Tipperary Dundrum Cashel Magorban 

7th Easter 5 Holy 
Communion 

10.00 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

11.30 
am 

NO  
SERVICE 

10.00 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

11.30 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

10.00 
am 

14th Easter 6 Morning 
Prayer 

10.00 
am 

Morning 
Prayer 

11.30 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

10.00 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

11.30 
am 

NO  
SERVICE 

 

18th Ascension 
Thursday 

x  x  x  Holy 
Communion 

8pm x  

21st Easter 7 3 .00pm UNITED SERVICE SONGS OF PRAISE CASHEL Cathedral 

28th Pentecost Holy 
Communion 

10.00 
am 

Holy 
Communion 

11.30 
am 

Morning 
Prayer 

10.00 
am 

Morning 
Prayer 

11.30 
am 

NO  
SERVICE 

 

May  Reading 1 Psalms Reading 2  Gospel 

7th 5th Sunday of Easter Acts 7: 

55 - 60 

31:1-5, 15-16 1 Peter 2: 

2 - 10 

 John 14: 

1-14 

14th 6th Sunday of Easter Acts 17: 

22 - 31 

66:7-18 1 Peter 3: 

13 - 22 

 John 14: 

15-21 

21st 7th Sunday of Easter Acts 1: 

6 - 14 

68:1-10, 32-35 1 Peter 4: 

12-14, 5:6-11 

 John 17: 

1-11 

28th  PENTECOST Acts  

1 - 21 

104:26-36, 37 1 Corinthians 

12: 3b-13 

 John 7:37 -39 

 



Tipperary Peace Convention is also recognising the Irish Defence Forces for 65 years’ service on 
peacekeeping missions in different parts of the world since 1958. Therefore, a special presentation to 
honour their service and contribution to peacekeeping will be made on this occasion. 
 
Tipperary International Peace Award is an annual award presented to individuals or organisations who 
have made significant contributions to peace and humanitarianism at an international level. It was first 
presented in 1984 to the late Seán McBride, founder of Amnesty. 
 
 

Pentecost 
Christians all over the world celebrate festivals and holy days. You may have heard of 
Christmas, Easter Day, Good Friday, and All Saints’ Day. But have you heard of Pentecost or 
Whit Sunday? 
Pentecost is a significant Christian holiday that is celebrated on the seventh Sunday, or 50 
days, after Easter. This day marks the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other 

followers of Jesus Christ, as described in the New Testament. Pentecost is a time of renewal and reflection on the 
power of the Holy Spirit and its role in the Christian faith. 
In the Acts of Apostles or the Bible’s New Testament, St Luke tells us about how the disciples experienced the Holy 
Spirit like fire and strong wind. They then started telling others about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The festival, 
therefore, commemorates the Christian church’s founding. This festival is called the Whit (White) Sunday because it 
was one of the important days when baptism took place and the people who were baptized would be dressed in 
white.   

What is Pentecost? 
Pentecost is a Christian holiday that commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other 
followers of Jesus Christ. The word ‘Pentecost’ comes from the Greek word “pentēkostē,” which means “fiftieth,” 
referring to the fact that the holiday occurs 50 days after Easter. 

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
Pentecost is often referred to as the ‘birthday of the Church’ because it marks the moment when the Holy Spirit came 
upon the Apostles and empowered them to spread the message of Jesus Christ to the world. The Holy Spirit is 
considered the third person of the Trinity and is believed to guide and inspire Christians in their faith. Since then, the 
church has been the main promoter of the preaching of Jesus.   
Pentecost is an important holiday in the Christian faith because it marks the moment when the Holy Spirit came upon 
the Apostles and empowered them to spread the message of Jesus Christ to the world. It is a time of renewal and 
reflection on the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and a reminder that we are called to share our faith with others. 
 

Spirit of the Living God,Fall a fresh on me, 

Spirit of the Living God,Fall a fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the Living God fall  a fresh on me. 

 

Message From Bishop Adrian 

Dear colleagues, 

 At our Clergy Consultation Morning recently, I informed to you that clear recommendations would soon be 

forthcoming from the House of Bishops in relation to the use of the common cup at the Eucharist. Please find the 

attached document which now provides clarity on this matter for all parishes and chaplaincies across the Church of 

Ireland. I know that in many churches in this Diocese, the common cup has returned to regular use. However, where 

it has not, please note that the administration of the consecrated wine at Holy Communion in our churches should 

involve the chalice only from Pentecost 2023.  

Individual communion cups should not be used after that date. The attached document also provides you with some 

information regarding hygiene and best practice. If you need to, please use the coming weeks to inform your 

parishioners about this return to traditional Anglican practice. I’m sure many will welcome this as yet another step 

back towards normality after the unprecedented challenges of the Covid pandemic. I wish you all every blessing as 

we continue our pilgrimage through Lent towards Holy Week.  

Yours sincerely,  Adrian Wilkinson Bishop of Cashel, Ferns and Ossory 

If you require any further information, please speak to the Dean, James. (Document referred to here on page 3) 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/Living
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fresh
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Living
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fresh
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Living
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fresh


This is the document from the House of Bishops that Bishop Adrian refers to. 

From the House of Bishops: 
The Administration of the Holy Communion From time to time, during and since the Covid 19 pandemic, the bishops 

have sought to offer counsel to the wider church particularly concerning the manner of the administration of the Holy 

Communion.  

In all our statements, we have sought to combine seemliness and safety and to take the best professional advice 

available to us. It is approximately a year now since we encouraged the restored use of the common cup at Holy 

Communion. This is the traditional Anglican practice in relation to the administration of the sacrament and is enshrined 

in the formularies of the Book of Common Prayer.  

The sharing of the Cup of the Lord is rich in meaning and value for the communicant, and only in the most 

extraordinary medical emergency could we take it upon ourselves to advise that the cup should be withdrawn, or that 

the consecrated wine of the Eucharist should be administered by other temporary means such as individual vessels.  

We recognised a year ago that it would take some time for the cup to be restored across the whole church, that there 

would for a while need to be a degree of variety of practice, and that the position of those who remained nervous 

about receiving from it should be respected. Nevertheless, cognisant of the present situation in terms of public health, 

and mindful of professional wisdom which indicates the extremely low risk associated with the transmission of 

infection via a shared silver vessel containing the fermented fruit of the vine and used in an ordered liturgical context, 

we have all agreed to provide the following directions to the church. We believe we are doing this in a situation where 

in fact the common cup has already been largely restored around the parishes of the Church of Ireland. - Specific 

permissions given by individual bishops for the use of individual vessels at Holy Communion will lapse after Pentecost 

Sunday 2023. –  

Thereafter the administration of the consecrated wine at Holy Communion in our churches should involve the common 

cup only. - Those who remain for their own reasons nervous about receiving from the common cup should be 

respected, and they should receive in one kind only, with an assurance that the Church teaches that the sacrament 

can be fully received in one kind. – 

 People who are obviously the victims of infections that involve coughing and sneezing should probably think twice 

before coming to church, and certainly out of courtesy to others should show temporary gracious restraint in not 

seeking to receive from the common cup. –  

We ask that communicants do not themselves intinct (dip) the consecrated bread they have received in the wine.  

This is based on clear medical advice - intinction can spread infection from fingers to the wine, and crumbs of bread 

left in the wine can be problematical for other people who wish to receive it, eg coeliacs. - Chalices should be kept 

scrupulously clean and washed with very hot soapy water after services before being put away.  

Defects on chalices eg torn lips should be professionally repaired. - It is generally held that noble metal rather than 

pottery vessels can be used more hygienically. - It is really important that chalices be wiped fully using clean cloth 

(preferably linen) purificators.  

The use of tissues can spread infection; the use of proper cloth purificators significantly diminishes it. In issuing this 

guidance we are concerned that communicants feel safe, that they conduct themselves with mutual courtesy, and that 

above all the supper of the Lord is administered with reverence and with joy.  

The long period during which the common cup had to be withdrawn only served to remind us of how precious a thing it 

is, how full of Scriptural resonances, how it speaks to us of our utter equality before God as we gather in sacramental 

unity, how the beauty of its meaning must never be taken for granted. In that spirit we pray that the full restoration of 

the common cup, surrounded of course by care and courtesy, can be for the whole Church of Ireland a matter of the 

greatest joy.  

 

 

Contacts for the Cashel Union of Parishes: 
Rector and Dean Cashel Cathedral: The Very Rev Dean James Mulhall 0872401913 

Ordained Local Minister: Rev Mike O’Meara  0867218748 
 

If you have anything for June’s directions, can you please email Rev Mike before Friday 19th May 
Mikeomeara48@yahoo.ie 


